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Top: Hetch Hetchy rail-bus #21 curing construction days: 
Photo taken set Mather. 

Middle: Builder's view of Hetch Hetchy rail-bus #24 ot 
Meister's plant in Sacramento. 

Bottom: Hetchy Hetchy rail-bus #19 in service at Meccasin; 
May 5, 1946. 
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HETCH HETCHY RAILROAD TOUR 


The trip today will cover that part of Hetch Hetchy Rail- 
road southeast of Groveland to Mather, some 34 miles of line, 
ranging in elevation from 2850 feet at Groveland to 5064 at 
the summit of Poopenaut Pass. Due to the condition of the 
roadbed explained elsewhere speed will be restricted to about 
ten miles per hour. The schedule is as follows: 

LVe Grovelandecesecesesee 8300 AcMe 
Are Matherececcccocece 0.94.0 cau tao AeMe 


Lv. Matherecceseccccvceses 1350 PeMe 
AP. GrovelanGeceeesececee 5300 Pele 


We wish to thank President De J. Murphy and General Man- 
ager We Ce Cheney cf the Sierra Railroad for arrangements to 
spot the locomotives as were not working in the yards at 
Jamestown for picture-taking on Saturday afternoon, 


For the trip over the Hetch Hetchy Railroad our thanks 
go to the following officials of the City and County of San 


Prancisco: 


Hone Daniel Fe Del Carlo, 
Public Utilities Commissioner 
Mr. James He Turner, 
* Manager of Utilities 
Mre Ae Oo Clson, 
Chief Engineer and Manager, 
Hetch Hetchy Water Supply 
We wish to offer our sincere appreciation for their cour- 
tesy and cooperation to these railroad and city officials. 


Gilbert H. Kneiss, Chairman 


Director of Trip: Gilbert He Kneiss 
Reservations for trip: Stanley Merritt 
Publication of Brocheur: Al Rose 
Editor of Brocheur;: Francis Guido 


All photographs in Brocheur, except those on Page 8 and 
HH 19, ere from files of the Public Utilities Commissicn of 
the City and County of Sen Francisco. Map in Brocheur is 
from Sierra Railroad timetable. 


- Brocheur printed by Al Rose for Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society. Additional 
copies purchased for distribution as special 


iN Ff issue of The Yiestern Railroader. 
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Top: Hetch Hetchy #3 heading freight across the Tuolumne 
River bridge, one mile west of Jacksonville. 
Bottom: Hetch Hetchy #3 on the turntable at Groveland. 


The Hetch Hetchy Railroad is truly endowed with an 
unusual name. Of course, the railroad takes its name 
from the Hetch Hetchy Valley where the O'Shaughnessy Dam 
has been constructed. The neme "Hetch Hetchy" comes 
from the Indian HATCHATCETS, which was a Central Miwok 


Indian name of a plant or grass, which usually grew in 
@ mountain meadow. 


The seeds from this plant was pouneded 
into meal by the Indians. 

















TUOLUMNE COUNTY & MARIPOSA COUNTY RAILROADS MAP OF THE 
GAUGE RAILROAD CONDITION . Pek. SIERRA RAILROAD 
4°-84".. CALIFORNIA PEACH GROWERS RR... , Abandoned f 7 , 

30"... EMPIRE CITY RReeccceseeee Abandoned VS ; AND CONNECTIONS 
4°—Bh". HETCH HETCHY RR... ence saves Operating 3”. ‘4 . : 

36"...HETCH HETCHY 4 YOSEMITE VALLEYS. .Operat ing® Z Bars, <: BN =... 

24" ,..MERCED GOLD MINING CO RR....... Abandon 4k gs y A, Munticserry tote J de 
4'-64",, SUGAR PINE RY... sos -Operat ings ¥i,, Some / a 
Warrow, , SIERRA & SAN FRANCISCO POWER CO, , Abando ’ Pa s y BELLE MEADOW >, a 
4°84"... SIERRA RAILROAD, i ‘i 
Angeles Branc 

as Branch 








Melones Dam Branch.....se. 

Old Main Lime...ccccecccvecs 
YOSEMITE SHORT LINE......++++-+.Abandoned 
4*—64",. YOSEMITE LUMBER CO.......2.+...Abdandoned 
4-64", YOSEMITE SUGAR PINE LBR. CO..,, Abandoned 
4'-64".. YOSEMITE VALLEY RAILWAY,,......Abandoned 


*Operating as WEST SIDE LUMBER CO. 
gOperating as PICKERING LUMBER CORP. 

















prams | OPERATING RAILROADS 


acecececes ABANDONED RAILROADS REVISED BY AL ROSE 











Tops Hetch Hetchy #1 at the dam site august ll, 1918. 
Bottom: Hetch Hetchy £6 with shop crew at Groveland. 








Hetch Hetchy Railroad: 


Ordinarily, the City’s 58-mile railroad serving the easterly divisions of the 
Hetch Hetchy system carries only light traffic incidental to the routine operation 
and maintenance of the water and power system, and most of that traffic occurs 
when the roads in the higher country are made impassable by snow. The railroad 
was last used for sustained heavy hauling during the enlargement of O’Shaugh- 
nessy Dam, completed in 1938. It will again be required for heavy work when the 
Cherry River project reaches the construction stage, and for other postwar aque- 
duct and power construction between Hetch Hetchy and Early Intake. Between 
heavy construction jobs nearly all the railroad hauling is done in gasoline buses 
running on the track. Carload shipments are sometimes hauled, in cars not over 
40 feet long and not over 40 tons in gross loaded weight, in trains of one car drawn 
by the City’s 20-ton gasoline locomotive. 


Maintenance work is done to the extent necessary to keep the line in safe condi- 
tion for such light and I traffic. A iderable amount of money is saved 
by not attempting to keep the track and roadbed up to the standard that would be 
required for heavy and frequent loading, even though a large expenditure may be 
necessary to restore them to 100 per cent condition on resumption of heavy 
construction. 


The work of this fiscal year included the cleaning of culverts and ditches, re- 
moval of slides, and replacement of 1,850 old ties with new ohes. Two bridges were 
repaired, the right of way was cleared of brush, fences were repaired, cattle 
guards were repaired or replaced, and the track was realigned where necessary. 
During the winter months, the track in the easterly section was kept clear of a 
by means of the railroad snow plow. é 





The old sand house and oil house in Groveland railroad yard were dismantled, 
and the galvanized sheet steel from these buildings was salvaged and stored at 
Moccasin for future use. 











While there are no longer any steam engines left of the 
Hetch Hetchy Railroad, the roster consisted of the six steam 
engines listed below during the heavy construction period of 
the O'Shaughnessy Dam. They were sold after the construct- 
ion work was finished though Number 5 was retained up to 1936. 
The line was operated from Mey 15, 1955 to May 6, 1938 as a 
branch of the Sierra Railroad with Sierra motive power. Since 
1938 the road has been operated with Plymouth gesoline motors 
in occasional service: These consist of #1171 a 20-ton loco- 
motive and two small ones, numbered 1170 and 1176. The Hetch 
Hetchy hed six reil "busses" numbered from 19 to 24; of. these 
#19, #23 and #24 still remain, altho #19 is the only one in 
service, Oddest piece of equipment is the wedge-rotary snow 
Plow #1173, re-built from caboose #16. 





Roster of Hetch Hetchy R. R. Locomotives 


No. Type Cyls. Drvs. BP TF Weght. Builder and Date 
1 Heisler (57 tons) 


2 Heisler 17x15 38 200 30,000 Ras Heisler, 1918 
Now Pickering Pe cave Corp. No. 2. 


3 2-8-2 21x24 17% 33,000 167 Baldwin, 1910 
Ex. Youngsto 4 & Ohio River No. 1, Now 
Oregon Coast No. 301. 


2-8-2 20x28 48 180 35,700 195,000 Sehen. 1920 
Now Newaukum Valley (Wash.) No. 1000. 


2-6-2 18x24 48 180 —y,4 ge A Cooke, 1921 
Now Weyerhaeuser ago 


Sha 13%x 35,100 ig Lima, 1921 
Now Petotng LC Li Corp. No. 6. 
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SIERRA OPERATIONS ON THE HETCH HETCHY 
Top: Sierra #54, 2-8-2 working up the grade above Moccasin 
with two cars and a caboose. 
Middle: Fireman Nichols takes on water while engineer Bill 
McCallum oils around at South Fork, December 4, 1937, 
Bottom: Poopenaut Canyon as viewed from a Sierra locomotive. 





